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Synopsis

From four-time Pulitzer Prize nominee David Margolick, STRANGE FRUIT explores the story of the
memorable civil rights ballad made famous by Billie Holiday in the late 1930s. The song’s powerful,
evocative lyrics-written by a Jewish communist schoolteacher who, late in life, adopted the children
of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg-portray the lynching of a black man in the South. Holiday’s
performances sparked conflict and controversy wherever she went, and the song has since been
covered by Lena Horne, Tori Amos, Sting, and countless others. Margolick’s careful reconstruction
of the story behind the song, portions of which have appeared in Vanity Fair, includes a discography
of "Strange Fruit" recordings as well as newly uncovered photographs that capture Holiday in

performance at Greenwich Village’s CafA© Society. A must for jazz aficionados.
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Customer Reviews

It may seem odd to devote an entire book to a single song, but if ever a song demanded such an
exploration, itAfAss Billie HolidayAfAss recording of Strange Fruit. Almost everyone thinks itAfAss
brilliant, yet few people listen to it often. Holiday makes this depiction of a lynching so real that the
song is physically painful to listen to. To this day, itAfAes rarely played on jazz-formatted radio
stations. ItAfAss too disturbing. IAfA«ve always wondered how Billie Holiday managed to get it
recorded in 1939. Did radio stations play it? And where did she sing it? | simply could not imagine
Lady Day, with a gardenia in her hair, singing such a horrifying song to people in a nightclub while

they sipped martinis. And if she did, how did her audience react? The fascinating thing about this



book is that it not only answered my questions, it also raised many issues | hadnAfAst thought
about. David Margolick has collected comments and anecdotes about Strange Fruit and
HolidayAfAes performance from a wide variety of sources AfA+ musicians who worked with her,
people who saw her perform the song at different time in her life, and contemporary singers who
have recorded the song or performed it. What they say raises a lot of interesting questions about the
relationship between art and politics, as well as the relationship between an artist and her art. The
most fascinating AfAs and shocking AfA- thing to me was the number of people who worked with
Billie Holiday who insist that her performance was a fluke, that she did not understand what she was
singing. She was an uneducated, not terribly intelligent woman, her "friends" say, and didnAfAst
even know the meaning of the songAfA«s words. To anyone who has ever heard the song, that
suggestion seems insane.

Download to continue reading...

Strange Fruit: Billie Holiday, Cafe Society, And An Early Cry For Civil Rights Civil Rights Music: The
Soundtracks of the Civil Rights Movement Southern Country Cooking from the Loveless Cafe: Fried
Chicken, Hams, and Jams from Nashville’s Favorite Cafe Cooking with Cafe Pasqual’s: Recipes
from Santa Fe’'s Renowned Corner Cafe Coyote Cafe: Foods from the Great Southwest, Recipes
from Coyote Cafe Blues Legacies and Black Feminism: Gertrude "Ma" Rainey, Bessie Smith, and
Billie Holiday Mister and Lady Day: Billie Holiday and the Dog Who Loved Her Billie Holiday: The
Musician and the Myth Delicious Holiday Treats: A Collection of Healthy Holiday Recipes (Dessert
Recipes, Holiday, Seasonal, Desserts, Thanksgiving Recipes, Christmas Recipes) (Volume 1) Gay
Power!: The Stonewall Riots and the Gay Rights Movement, 1969 (Civil Rights Struggles Around
the World) Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor (Ecology & Justice Series) Billie Holiday: Wishing On
The Moon Fruit Infused Water: 98 Delicious Recipes for Your Fruit Infuser Water Pitcher John
Brown, Abolitionist: The Man Who Killed Slavery, Sparked the Civil War, and Seeded Civil Rights
Strange Fruit: Uncelebrated Narratives from Black History Legal Handbook for Photographers: The
Rights and Liabilities of Making Images (Legal Handbook for Photographers: The Rights & Liabilities
of) Racial Profiling and Discrimination: Your Legal Rights (Know Your Rights) California Landlord’s
Law Book, The: Rights & Responsibilities (California Landlord’s Law Book : Rights and
Responsibilities) A Short Residence in Sweden & Memoirs of the Author of 'The Rights of Woman’:
AND Memoirs of the Author of 'The Rights of Woman’ (Classics) Scraping By: Wage Labor, Slavery,
and Survival in Early Baltimore (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library

Company of Philadelphia)

Dmca


http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/lnR2j/strange-fruit-billie-holiday-cafe-society-and-an-early-cry-for-civil-rights.pdf?r=YkiEF5wHMds1OoJTKtqHVUJ4ltaQJKVoaEYkhqYsOxs%3D
http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

